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Back to the Ocean: Cooperation Needed for Peace and Security 

-- Amit Kumar 

Once again, just as it was 15 years ago, momentum is building for greater regional 
cooperation in the Indian Ocean region. A review of the Indian Ocean Rim-
Association for the Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC) — a pan regional grouping in 
the Indian Ocean — is timely. In fact, growing economic and strategic importance of 
the Indian Ocean, export-oriented economy, changing regional security environment 
and the necessity of maritime cooperation on various fronts are coercing major 
players to gear up to resuscitate the 15 year old moribund association. 

India, one of the founding members and an influential regional player, now looks 
determined to reinvigorate this 20-member regional grouping. Underlining the 
growing geostrategic importance of the Indian Ocean, External Affairs Minister 
Salman Khurshid pitched for more robust cooperative regionalism and lauded the 
inclusion of the US as a sixth dialogue partner of this regional organisation. 
Inaugurating the IOR-ARC 12th ministerial meeting at Gurgaon, he envisioned the 
IOR-ARC “as a regional body that can respond effectively to this need and enhance 
our individual and collective capacities to deal with contemporary challenges facing 
our common maritime domain.” 

The IOR-ARC, established in 1997, considered to be in a virtual dormancy, will most 
probably meet the same fate as its predecessors if it is not rejuvenated during the 
next few years of Indian and Australian presidency. India assumed the IOR-ARC 
chairmanship for the stipulated two-year period during the 11th Council of Ministers 
meeting at Bengaluru in November 2011 to be followed by Australia in 2013, and 
much depended on their ability to reinvigorate the largely moribund organisation.  

An impetus to the IOR-ARC cannot be contemplated without a serious consideration 
of the role and influence of the three Indian Oceanic powers — India, Australia and 
South Africa. These ‘big three’ are the ones that possess the essential aspects to 
effectively exercise a requisite leadership in this domain. Moreover, these potent 
players are able to make valid efforts to gain something significant out of a vibrant 
regional mechanism. 

In fact, dwindling interest of these three players has been one of the major causes of 
the dormancy of the IOR-ARC. Australia, despite the conceptualisation of the ‘Two 
Oceans’ strategy and the ‘Look West’ policy, could only ensure a short-term 
orientation towards the Indian Ocean region. South Africa has also demonstrated the 
inconsistency towards the IOR-ARC. Despite the early indications, its focus drifted 
away from the Indian Ocean region and the priority was accorded to internal and 
African affairs. In a similar vein — like Australia and South Africa — India has also 
demonstrated a similar ambivalence towards the IOR-ARC and seemed to be pre-
occupied with the happenings of the South Asian region. 
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However, unlike the past, Australia now seems to be determined to re-engage the 
Indian Ocean littoral states with some indications of Australia’s ‘Look West’ policy 
attaining prominence among politicians, the strategic community and others. In a 
fluid and nebulous security and economic environment, many factors such as the 
necessity for greater inter-state cooperation, a wide range of traditional and non-
traditional security, growing Australia-India trade, and new fondness for Africa are 
responsible for the fresh impetus for the Indian Ocean regionalism. 

Despite the economic and commercial interests that form the bedrock of the IOR-
ARC, cooperation needs to be extended to peace and security issues. Otherwise the 
idea of emancipation of the Indian Ocean rim as an Indian Ocean community will 
never fully be given practical shape. Setting up and more importantly moving forward 
on the common political or security agendas are a must for the rejuvenation of the 
IOR-ARC. A regional grouping solely dedicated to economic integration needs a 
strong vision and to be backed by all the member-states for it to emerge as the voice 
of the region. 

Although the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace (IOZP) concept in the late 1970s 
unnecessarily stretched the extra-regional versus regional debate, it provided the 
common meeting point for regional integration. Whatever the reasons for the 
cessation of the unrealistic IOZP concept, subsequent political debates, diplomatic 
consultations, and academic exercises initiated the concept of regionalism in the 
Indian Ocean region. 

The IOR-ARC is an association which has always sought to imitate the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Forum (APEC). It has also followed the concept of ‘open regionalism’ in its 
operational framework although the concept is not clearly mentioned in its charter. 
Perhaps, as open regionalism does not bind the member-states to any firm 
commitment; this concept itself runs counter to its effectiveness. Conversely, unlike 
the APEC where normally the heads of states preside over the annual meeting while 
in the IOR-ARC such type of meetings are presided over by the Foreign Ministers of 
the member-states. The IOR-ARC also lacks a strong and fully acceptable vision and 
active ‘second track’ like the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC) in the 
APEC. For the betterment of this regional grouping and the region as a whole, India 
must promote the parallel process and, being the current chair, should facilitate the 
participation of heads of states in its next annual meeting. 

Recently, the US has sought for a dialogue partner status of the IOR-ARC, and 
member-states did not show any hesitation in considering this request. Contrary to 
the past, now Indian Ocean states realise that exclusion on the rationale of being an 
extra-regional entity certainly will not serve their interests. The influence of major 
foreign powers is multifaceted and certainly aims to develop symbiotic relationships. 
Indeed, no regional mechanism will work successfully if it is not open to include the 
interested parties, howsoever geographically distant they may be. In fact, an open 
invitation to join this grouping may be a pointer for the present-day globalised world 
to rise above the insular mindset and join hands on issues of shared interests. 

(The writer is an Associate Fellow at the National Maritime Foundation, New Delhi.) 

Source: The Tribune, 27 November 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2012/20121127/edit.htm#4
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China’s Carrier: The Basics 

-- Bernard D. Cole 

The first look at the video of Chinese 
carrier operations recently released 
shows China has been paying 
attention to the way flight deck 
operations are safely conducted by 
the US and other navies. Flight deck 
crew personnel jersey colours and 
hand signals are similar to 
international standards.  

There seem to be two sailors at every 
position, indicating that one of them is 
“under instruction.” There seems little 
doubt that the People’s Liberation 

Army Navy (PLAN) is above the aircraft carrier learning curve, albeit in good weather 
and basic operations. Potential material problems lie in Liaoning’s very long 
construction period, which likely have resulted in significant structural problems, and 
with its pressure-fired steam propulsion system, which historically has been difficult 
to maintain and operate efficiently. 

China’s Carrier History  

Beijing first acquired an aircraft carrier in 1985, when it bought the ex-Australian 
Melbourne. Engineers studied the World War II-designed ship in detail before it was 
scrapped. Next, during the 1990s came two former Soviet aircraft carriers—Minsk 
and Kiev—both purchased to serve as theme park attractions in China. Those ships 
were actually called “heavy aviation cruisers” by Moscow, so the first modern aircraft 
carrier to arrive in China was another ex-Soviet ship, the Varyag. 

Construction began in 1985 in the Ukraine, but halted with the breakup of the Soviet 
Union in 1989. She remained rusting in dry-dock until purchased by Beijing in 1998 
for approximately $20 million. Because of Turkish objections, China was unable to 
have Varyag towed through the Bosphorus until 2001, a journey that almost ended in 
disaster when the ship broke away from its tugs in a storm. Varyag finally made it to 
China in 2002, docking in the north-eastern port of Dalian, where it began an eight-
year renovation and completion period. 

The carrier made its first sea trials in August 2011, thus completing an incredible 26-
year gestation period, surely one of the longest for any warship. It officially joined the 
PLAN in September 2012, having be renamed Liaoning and assigned the hull 
number 16. China’s navy thus has gained its first aircraft carrier, a dream of many 
PLAN officers since at least the late 1970s.  

The navy will almost certainly dedicate the ship primarily to training naval aviators 
and shipboard operating personnel to man the additional carriers that China will build. 
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Future Airwings  

Liaoning began operating aircraft 
during the latter part of its sea trials, 
and officially first conducted flight 
operations in mid-November 2012, 
when two J-15 fighters were filmed 
launching from and landing on the 
ship. Liaoning has a ski-jump bow, 
rather than catapults, but does use 
arresting cables when recovering 
aircraft. The J-15 is a Chinese 
version of the Russian-designed 
SU-33 aircraft, equipped with the 

heavier landing gear, tail hook and folding wings required for carrier operations. The 
PLAN may field a carrier capable stealth aircraft, the J-31. Liaoning’s air wing likely 
will also include Russian-designed Ka-25 and indigenously produced Z-9 helicopters; 
an airborne early warning and control aircraft, perhaps similar to the U.S. E-2 
Hawkeye also appears to be under development. 

A PLAN Carrier Strike Group  

The PLAN acquired the necessary escort for an aircraft carrier only within the past 
five years. The Luyang II -class guided-missile destroyers, apparently equipped with 
an Aegis-type system, are the first Chinese warships capable of the area anti-air 
warfare (AAW) mission vital to defending Liaoning. Luzhou - and Luyang I - class 
DDGs and Jiangka i-class guided missiles also offer capabilities suitable for a carrier 
battle group. If the PLAN includes submarines in its nominal battle group, the Type-
93 Shang -class nuclear attack submarine (SSN) may be suitable, although that 
class’s termination after only two boats were launched indicates that China has 
decided instead to build the newer Type-95 SSN. Finally, China has begun building 
capable replenishment-at-sea (“unrep”) ships, although only two have been available 
since 2005, thus doing “port and starboard” duty in support of the naval task groups 
that have continually deployed to the Gulf of Aden on counter piracy operations since 
December 2008. A new class of unrep ships reportedly is under construction. 

Chinese carrier operations are at a first step, of course, and will require years of 
training and experience before posing a significant operational capability. Liaoning 
serves as a very significant signal of China’s determination to deploy a traditional 
navy able to operate at distance from its homeland. The ship joins the relatively new 
LPD-class and hospital ship as signs of that determination. Strategically, Liaoning’s 
commissioning and first publicized flight operations mark an impressive achievement 
and already have increased the PLAN’s weight as a force in East Asian waters. The 
nations of the region now face a potentially unfriendly navy that is able to put air 
power to sea. 

(Bernard D. Cole teaches Sino-American Relations and Maritime Strategy at the National 
Defense University and is a retired U.S. Navy officer.) 

Source: US Naval Institute, 27 November 

http://news.usni.org/news-analysis/news/chinas-carrier-basics
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South Korea–China Maritime Disputes: Toward a Solution 

-- Terence Roehrig 

It may be surprising to learn that, of the many maritime disputes in Asia, one of the 
most violent in the past few years has occurred between South Korea and China in 
the Yellow Sea. 

On 16 October a 44-year-old Chinese fisherman died when hit by a rubber bullet 
fired by a member of the Republic of Korea Coast Guard, which had stopped a 
Chinese trawler fishing illegally in South Korea’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 
Past incidents include the death of two Chinese fishermen in December 2010, the 
killing of an ROK coast guardsman and the wounding of another in December 2011, 
and the wounding of four ROK fishing inspectors in April 2012.  

All of these incidents have involved suspected illegal fishing by Chinese vessels. 
Despite these clashes, the two sides have so far prevented the dispute from 
becoming a political firestorm. Yet the problems will remain so long as three issues 
are left unresolved: overlapping EEZ claims, illegal fishing and the Ieodo/Suyan reef 
dispute. 

The UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) maintains that each state can 
claim a zone extending 200 nautical miles from its coast, wherein the state controls 
access to fishing and resources. Both South Korea and China ratified UNCLOS in 
1996 and declared their 200 nautical mile EEZs, which overlap extensively across 
the Yellow Sea. According to Article 74 of UNCLOS, countries with overlapping 
EEZs are expected to make provisional arrangements while they negotiate a final 
agreement for delimitation.  

But after 16 meetings, Seoul and Beijing have yet to arrive at a settlement. Often, 
states resolve overlapping claims with a median line drawn equidistant from the 
coastline of the two states but Beijing and Seoul have been unable to settle on this 
or any other solution. 

The disputed EEZs make illegal fishing a problem. As China has become more 
developed, its consumption of maritime food products has increased dramatically. 
Local waters have been overfished to meet demand, so Chinese fishing fleets are 
venturing farther out to sea, often encroaching on the EEZs of other countries. 

 In 2001, South Korea and China reached a five-year agreement on fishing as a 
temporary measure until a final EEZ deal could be reached. In lieu of a final EEZ 
settlement, the agreement has been renewed annually since 2006. Despite the deal, 
illegal fishing — almost exclusively Chinese boats encroaching on South Korean 
waters — has remained a problem. According to the ROK Ministry for Food, 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 4628 Chinese fishing boats have been seized for 
illegal fishing since the 2001 agreement, with a record number expected for 2012. 

South Korean officials have cracked down on illegal fishing and doubled the fines for 
those who are caught. China’s response to South Korea’s actions and to the 
violence has been relatively muted. A spokesman for the Foreign Ministry noted ‘The 
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Chinese side regrets that the relevant incident caused the death of an ROK 
coastguard, which is an unfortunate event.  Currently the relevant authorities in 
China and South Korea are in close communication on investigating this situation. 
China is ready to work closely with South Korea to properly settle the issue.’ South 
Korea and China have also held meetings for a fishing cooperation committee and 
established a hotline to help manage these incidents. 

The last issue is the disputed reef in the East China Sea, called Ieodo by Koreans 
and Suyan Reef by the Chinese. Both sides agree the reef is not a ‘territory’ dispute 
but rather a dispute over jurisdiction, as the reef remains submerged even at low tide. 
In 2003, South Korea built the Ieodo Ocean Research Station on the reef, which it 
maintains is part of its continental shelf. Chinese leaders have filed regular protests 
insisting the area remains disputed based on overlapping EEZs.  

They argue South Korea should refrain from building structures on the reef until the 
disagreement is settled. In March 2012, tension escalated when a Chinese official 
said that Suyan was in China’s ‘jurisdictional waters’, and Beijing would increase 
patrols and enforcement of Chinese law in the area. In a news conference ROK 
President Lee Myung-bak declared that once Seoul and Beijing settled their 
overlapping EEZs, presumably using the median line principle, Ieodo would ‘fall 
naturally into South Korean-controlled areas’, since the reef is closer to South Korea. 

An important issue tied to this dispute is South Korea’s construction of the Jeju-do 
Naval Base. Jeju is an island off South Korea’s southwest coast that provides ready 
access to important shipping lanes in the Yellow and East China Seas.  

The port would also provide a base of operations for the ROK Navy to protect South 
Korean maritime interests — including the maintenance of jurisdiction over the reef 
— and can accommodate 20 warships and submarines. The project has been 
controversial; opponents fear the environmental damage from construction and are 
convinced the facility will eventually become a US naval base, despite repeated 
denials by the ROK and US governments. 

Although South Korea and China have handled these issues calmly, they remain 
serious irritants in a relationship with much at stake. Sino–Korean economic ties are 
large and growing.  

Moreover, both have many other common interests, most importantly the problem of 
North Korea. In contrast to other maritime disputes in Asia, however, this issue 
seems less intractable: the ROK and China must settle on an EEZ based on the 
median-line principle and work together to address illegal fishing. Indeed, both sides 
have already taken important steps to better control the fishing problem. South 
Korea and China have an opportunity here and far too much to lose if they allow 
these disputes to fester. 

(Terence Roehrig is Professor of National Security Affairs and Director of the Asia-Pacific 
Studies Group at the US Naval War College. He is also Research Fellow at the Belfer Center for 
Science and International Affairs, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University.) 

Source: East Asia Forum, 27 November 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2012/11/27/south-korea-china-maritime-disputes-toward-a-solution/
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Sinking Sandy Island: A Data-Sharing Parable 

-- Olivia Wilson 

Sandy Island has brought 
ocean mapping to the forefront 
of news, reminding the world 
that exploration on this planet is 
still possible. This small Pacific 
island can be found on 
numerous maps, including one 
dated 1908. Sandy Island, 
however, was shown not to 
exist when the Australian 
research vessel Southern 
Surveyor (pictured) sailed 

through where it was meant to be located. Not only did Sandy Island not actually 
exist, but water depths where it was supposed to be were in the region of 1400m. 

Maps that displayed this island included those used by Google Earth. Nautical charts 
made by charting authorities, however, did not show the island. This blog has a great 
comparison of charts and maps that do and do not show Sandy Island. 

Scientists on board Southern Surveyor (and several journalists) were quick to mock 
Google Earth, focusing on just how it was possible that such a large and prominent 
company got it so wrong. What I'd like to convince you of is that it is not those who 
got it wrong who we should be criticising, but those who got it right. 

Producing global maps of the sea 
floor is difficult. It involves lots and 
lots of data, what the tech industry 
likes to call Big Data. Today, depth 
data is collected by ships, planes 
and satellites. Each technique has 
different advantages. Research 
ships, for example, can only map 
lines up to a few kilometres across, 
planes only to certain depths, 
satellites only to limited accuracy. 
Given the scale of the world's 
oceans, each voyage is still like 
shining a very small torch inside a 
very large cave. This data collection 

is expensive and it is paid for by numerous organisations, a large chunk of it by the 
taxpayer. There is a lot of data out there but it is not all freely available, and there are 
areas where there is no data at all. But Google Earth wouldn't look nearly as good if 
there were holes in areas where data was not available, so scientists create models 
to effectively guess the depths in these areas; it's called 'interpolation'. If you look 
closely at the oceans on Google Earth, you can see the track lines (highlighted by 
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white lines I've drawn on the map to the left) of ship collected data used to make the 
map. 

So with the combination of an incorrect coastline, low accuracy satellite data and 
only some surrounding high resolution data, the models may well have perpetuated 
the existence of Sandy Island. It was an unfortunate outcome. Wherever the original 
mistakes came from, the point is that those who produced the nautical charts had 
access to data showing there wasn't an island there at all. The people who made the 
maps that fed into Google Earth did not have this data. 

Data sharing is not only nice, it is also powerful. The power of data is in its use and 
visibility; Google Earth carries weight because it produces a great looking, easy to 
use, product that it distributes for free. The US leads the way with public domain data 
and Australia has some default licensing along the same lines. That is a good first 
step but everyone needs to be on board to create the best products we can. That 
means legislating for data sharing, enabling simple access and facilitating a culture 
for it. There are too many situations where, despite legislation, sharing is effectively 
discretionary. 

Seabed maps aren't just used for interesting imagery. There are scientists out there 
who use them to further our knowledge and for the public good. Seabed maps are 
used for climate change science and predicting sea level rise which help us to learn 
about what will happen to real Pacific islands in real danger of being lost. They are 
used for tsunami wave modelling and habitat mapping for conservation. But the 
science is only as good as the data that goes into it. 

Governments and research institutes need to do more than just correct this now well 
publicised mapping error. Sandy Island should be seen as a wake-up call. This 
incident is symptomatic of patchy and inconsistent international data sharing.  If the 
data custodians are not already opening up their databases, they need to get on 
board and become part of a global effort to share this data online and ensure that 
Sandy Island is sunk for good. 

(Olivia Wilson is a geoscientist and mapping specialist.) 

Source: The Interpreter, 29 November 

 

Kenya: Pirates Are Getting 'More Sophisticated' 

Though piracy has significantly reduced off the Somali coast, pirates have become 
more organised and sophisticated, Indian Navy officers said. Commanding officer of 
INS Deepak, Balbir Munjal, stated that this has made the fight more complicated. He 
said the pirates use more sophisticated weapons and are more tactical than before. 
Speaking aboard the INS Delhi after it docked at the Mombasa port together with 
INS Deepak, Munjal said the pirates have back-up on land and provides information 
they require. "Piracy is still there but has been reduced considerably. In the last three 
weeks we have been at sea, we have not encountered any piracy activity," he said. 

http://www.lowyinterpreter.org/post/2012/11/29/Sinking-Sandy-Island-A-data-sharing-parable.aspx
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Munjal called for more cooperation between the Kenyan and Indian Navy to finish off 
piracy completely. He called for the fast-tracking of the modification of rules to punish 
pirates more. Indian High Commissioner to Kenya Sibabrata Tripathi said the 
cooperation between the Kenya and Indian Navy further improves bilateral relations 
between the two countries. Tripathi hailed the new Lamu port initiative saying it will 
open up the region. He called for more concerted efforts to completely root out piracy. 
Brazil ambassador to Kenya Ana Maria Sampaio said that piracy had become a big 
scourge to the global economy and that Brazil is committed to peace at sea and the 
peaceful exploration of resources. 

Both the diplomats were of the view that the joint Indian, Brazilian and South African 
maritime programme (IBSAMAR) should be encouraged to not only keep the sea 
safe, but also to support people in distress. The INS Delhi, a destroyer, and INS 
Deepak, a combat support ship, docked at the Mombasa port on November 12 and 
stayed until November 15. The officers in the two ships have undergone a three-
week training exercise in distress response and humanitarian aid in South Africa. 

Source: All Africa, 14 November 

Russian Navy Anti-Piracy Flotilla on the Way to Africa 

The Russian Navy's Pacific Fleet has 
dispatched a fresh squadron of three 
vessels to combat piracy off the East 
African coast. The squadron comprises 
destroyer, Marshall Shaposhnikov, the oil 
tanker, Irkut, and the rescue tug, Alatau. 
The flotilla sailed out of the Pacific Fleet 
naval base in Vladivostok on November 2, 
and headed for the Arabian Sea, reported 
The Voice of Russia. 

While en-route to the Gulf of Aden the 
vessels held an exercise with the Indian Navy and called at Mumbai. The vessels 
also visited Djibouti as they joined an international naval anti-piracy force which 
comprises vessels from the European Union, the United States, China, India, Iran 
and South Korea. After a three-month deployment, the squadron will return to 
Vladivostok in a voyage that will include stop-overs in naval bases in the Seychelles, 
Thailand and South Korea. The flotilla also becomes the Russian Navy's eighth 
naval patrol squadron to be deployed with the international forces in the Red Sea 
and Indian Ocean since anti-piracy and maritime operations began three years ago. 

It also marks a second coming to East African waters for the Marshall Shaposhnikov 
(BPK 543), a large Udaloy Class submarine destroyer which remains one of the 
flagship vessels of the Russian Navy Pacific Fleet despite the 28 years it has spent 
on active service. While deployed on anti-piracy operations in the Indian Ocean in 
2010, navy commandos from the Marshall Shaposhnikov carried out a number of 
spectacular operations, including the rescue on May 10 of the ship and crew of the 
supertanker MV Moscow University which had been hijacked by Somali pirates and 
held on Socotra Island in the Indian Ocean five days earlier. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201211150187.html


Page 12 of 31 

Since deploying on international maritime security operations three years ago, the 
Russian Navy has escorted more than 130 commercial and aid ships through the 
Red Sea and other pirate-infested shipping lanes off Africa. Whilst the Pacific Fleet 
squadron is on the way to Africa, a Black Sea Fleet task unit is currently finishing 
pre-deployment preparations. The Russian Defence Ministry said the missile cruiser 
Moskva and landing ship Saratov were presently training in the Aegean Sea while 
the patrol vessel Smetlivy and tugboat MB-304 will join the group following the 
Russian-Italian naval exercise Ionex 2012. The task unit will soon be joined by the 
landing ship Novocherkassk. 

The international naval flotilla off the East African coast has stepped up pre-emptive 
action against pirates, including strikes on bases on the Somali coast. Shipping firms 
are increasingly deploying armed guards and other measures such as heightened 
watches and razor wire to improve security on vessels. These measures have led to 
a dramatic drop in piracy, but the problem remains. According to the International 
Maritime Bureau, as of October 27, 252 incidences of piracy and armed robbery at 
sea have been recorded around the world this year, including 26 hijackings. Somali 
pirates have been responsible for 71 of these incidents and 13 hijackings, in which 
212 hostages were taken. They are currently holding nine vessels and 154 hostages. 

Source: Defence Web, 15 November 

Russia, India in Talks Over 3 More Frigates 

Russia and India are in talks over a contract to build three more frigates, Deputy 
Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin told Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev. “A contract for 
an additional third triad is possible,” Rogozin said. A contract for the supply of six 
frigates to the Indian Navy has already been signed. “A total of nine ships could be 
built for the Indian Navy,” the deputy prime minister said. He explained that contracts 
for an additional three ships are currently “under negotiation.” The deputy prime 
minister added that “negotiations are underway because the Indian side is satisfied 
with the quality of the ship, which is armed with the jointly made BrahMos missile.” 
Rogozin also informed the Prime Minister that similar ships were under construction 
for the Russian Navy in Kaliningrad. “We are building six ships of the same class and 
of the same project for ourselves,” he said. Speaking about military and technical 
cooperation with foreign partners Dmitry Medvedev, in turn, noted that “despite 
certain difficulties in relations with different countries, we still continue to deliver 
orders.” The head of the government recalled that the Indian Navy took delivery of 
yet another frigate on 9 November – the fifth ship that has been built for India. 

Source: Russia & India Report, 15 November 

ASEAN Chief Upbeat on Sea Talks, but China Differs 

The head of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations expressed confidence that 
the bloc was progressing toward creating a code of conduct for disputed waters, but 
a Chinese official appeared to refute that view. Officials present at meetings in 
Cambodia stressed the need to maintain momentum in discussions on a conduct 
code, the aim of which is to resolve territorial tensions in the resource-rich South 
China Sea between ASEAN members and China. Beijing has opposed efforts to 

http://www.defenceweb.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=28536:russian-navy-anti-piracy-flotilla-on-the-way-to-africa&catid=51:Sea&Itemid=106
http://indrus.in/articles/2012/11/15/russia_india_in_talks_over_3_more_frigates_19073.html
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settle disagreements at multilateral forums, saying it prefers to handle them on a 
bilateral basis. A meeting of ASEAN foreign ministers in July broke up without 
issuing a communiqué for the first time in the bloc's history—an outcome that 
analysts blamed on host Cambodia's weakness in standing up to pressure from 
China. 

In an interview on the sidelines of the Phnom Penh gathering, ASEAN Secretary 
General Surin Pitsuwan said he believed there was a "momentum of good will" 
toward establishing a rulebook for tackling disputes in the waters. "Senior officials 
have done their work on the elements that would eventually go into what we would 
call the code of conduct, and they have I think been able to revive that negotiation 
with the Chinese," Dr. Pitsuwan said. "They [ASEAN and China] have had some 
frank and candid discussions on the way forward, and that is they will continue to 
engage and work for the code of conduct because both [sides] believe that this 
would be an important instrument in helping to calm down the anxiety and the 
concern of all parties with direct and indirect interest." 

But at a press briefing in Beijing the Chinese vice Foreign Minister Fu Ying reiterated 
the administration's stance that conflicts should be settled by direct negotiations with 
individual governments and not involve nations that don't have direct stakes. "China 
and ASEAN countries have confidence that they can resolve these disputes 
peacefully," she said. To other countries, she said: "If you have trust in us, you can 
help us, instead of taking negative steps or causing trouble. That would not be 
advisable." The South China Sea, which is crossed by more than half of the world's 
total trade and is thought to contain vast energy and mineral reserves, is broadly 
claimed by China and in part by such nations as Malaysia, the Philippines and 
Vietnam. The Philippines and Vietnam have pushed Beijing to agree to a binding 
regional code as a framework for settling disputes. The US has thrown strong 
support behind such a pact, and will likely continue to press for a solution in Phnom 
Penh. While ASEAN and Chinese leaders agreed a decade ago to a draft of the 
code, it never was completed, in part because of China's position that disagreements 
should be settled on a bilateral rather than multilateral basis. 

Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa proposed that, in the interim, an 
ASEAN-China hotline be established to commit ministers to communicating in the 
event of any maritime incidents and help prevent escalation. “I think the key word 
here is ‘momentum’,” Mr. Natalegawa told reporters in Phnom Penh. “Indonesia is 
keen to make sure that we do not lapse; if we were to stand still then there could be 
regression,” he warned. Thailand, as country coordinator, will propose the idea of the 
hotline to China, Dr. Pitsuwan said. Mr. Natalegawa and other ASEAN officials also 
echoed Dr. Pitsuwan's confidence about establishing a code of conduct.  In an 
interview, Thailand's foreign minister, Surapong Tovichakchaiku, referred to a 
commitment by Beijing in October to stick with the plans for such a code, and 
stressed that the matter should be dealt with within the region. "Tensions have 
cooled. The problem on the South China Sea, we don't want it to be 
internationalized," Mr. Surapong said. "We have to go step by step. We don't push 
too hard." 

Source: The Wall Street Journal, 17 November 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324556304578124550044959088.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
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ASEAN Wants India to Play a More Pro-Active Role 

As Prime Minister Manmohan Singh arrives in Phnom Penh, he is likely to hear a 
common refrain in this part of the world: India is sorely needed here, but New Delhi 
is too slow. It's a critical time for ASEAN countries since they are struggling to remain 
cohesive and stay relevant. They are caught in a bruising territorial dispute with the 
regional heavyweight, China and now, the even bigger the US is sailing into their 
waters and telling them how to stand up to Beijing, with its help. The US defence 
secretary Leon Panetta told everyone, who would listen, "We are deepening our 
military engagement with our allies and partners in this region in order to ensure that 
we are able to promote security and prosperity in this region for many years to 
come." 

For many, India is a natural balancer in this region. New Delhi struck roots here 
hundreds of years ago, and there are signs all around. But in the current strategic 
debate roiling the region, India is a peripheral presence. New Delhi's only statement 
so far has been to endorse the importance of ensuring freedom of navigation and 
mineral resources in the troubled waters of the South China Sea. In a joint statement 
with the Chinese, India also emphasized its stakes in the Asia-Pacific. That lone 
position by the ministry of external affairs, India believes may have absolved it of all 
other responsibility. With $80 billion in bilateral trade, India needs a louder ASEAN 
policy. 

"ASEAN needs India now, not 10 years later," says Kavi Chongkittavorn, a regional 
expert, of the Jakarta-based ERIA group. "We need strategic support from India 
about the way forward. How do we deal with the advent of big powers and still retain 
our relevance?" he asked. There is much talk about "ASEAN-led" and the "centrality" 
of ASEAN, but everyone knows it's in danger of being swamped.  

China watchers here say Beijing is likely to get tougher in the next six months as the 
leadership transition will only be completed by next March. This is the time, they say, 
India needs to ramp up its engagement and support in this region. But there is no 
Indian voice that is heard here. Seoung Rathavy, secretary of state of the 
Cambodian foreign ministry, said 200 senior officials have gathered here to discuss 
the agenda of the key summits. She told journalists, "Implementation of a declaration 
of conduct on the South China Sea is crucial for political and social stability of 
ASEAN." 

The South China Sea disputes would be discussed at every meeting in the several 
summits that will be held here. The Chinese are unlikely to agree to the declaration 
of conduct on the issue regarding it as their sovereign territory. Indonesian experts, 
familiar with their country's position, said very little forward movement would be 
expected. For many, the US "pivot" is a mixed blessing. While many countries here 
are happy to get external support as they deal with the rise of China, there remains 
some uncertainty about whether the US would actually come to their help. For many, 
Vietnam and the Philippines have been "burnt". In 2011, the US stopped short of 
fully backing up these countries during their respective stand-offs with China on the 
South China Sea. 
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Cambodia needs the kind of defence interest from India like Vietnam has. India 
should offer joint exercises with everyone in this region. Most of them have old naval 
fleets, and even with modest means, India can help upgrade them. India needs to 
work harder with naval cooperation with all the ASEAN countries. In 2011, Indian 
naval vessels paid port calls to many in the region before ending up in Shanghai. 
That should become a run-of-the-mill affair. A look at the map will show how India, 
with its still superior navy, can successfully block off the Malacca Straits for the 
Chinese if a conflict breaks out in the Himalayas. For India to carry out a successful 
blockade, it needs all the littoral countries on its side. 

India, many ASEAN analysts here believe, should openly reiterate its position on an 
issue which will deeply affect New Delhi's own future. There is a sense that India is 
piggybacking on the US. Even Cambodia, which is believed to be close to China, is 
crying out for an alternative partner. The India linkages here are for all to see ranging 
from Ganesha idols to the Mekong River. "Connectivity" is India's mantra but its 
China that's putting stakes on the ground. China is doing more on the Mekong River 
and Beijing is building the Kunming-Singapore links, while India's trilateral highway to 
Thailand through Myanmar will take many more years to realize. The wasted 
opportunities are stacking up. 

Source: The Times of India, 17 November 

ASEAN Demands Maritime Talks 

Southeast Asian nations displayed a rare show of unity against China's sweeping 
maritime claims, calling for the first formal talks with Beijing over a sea dispute that 
has raised tensions and exposed deep divisions in the region. As Chinese premier 
Wen Jiabao arrived in Cambodia for meetings with Southeast Asian leaders, the 10-
member ASEAN bloc appeared determined to avoid a repeat of an embarrassing 
breakdown of talks in July over competing territorial claims in the mineral-rich South 
China Sea. Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Sen will tell Mr Wen that ASEAN wants 
to begin talks to develop a binding code of conduct, aimed at reducing the chance of 
naval flashpoints, as soon as possible, ASEAN secretary-general Surin Pitsuwan 
said. 

China's assertive claims in the South China Sea have caused deep divisions within 
the bloc. Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Qin Gang said Indonesian president 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak, who met Mr 
Wen in the Cambodian capital, also agreed the issue should be properly addressed. 
"The two leaders shared the view that [the South China Sea] is not the key issue in 
the relations of ASEAN and China and it should not be an obstacle in enhancing 
those relations," Mr Qin said. 

Meanwhile, the ASEAN leaders have completed "refining and rephrasing" the Joint 
Statement to Celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Declaration of Conducts for 
Parties in the South China Sea. The draft declaration would be brought for 
consultation with Mr Wen before it is announced at the ASEAN-China summit, Kao 
Kim Hourn, Cambodia's secretary of state of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation, said. The joint statement was intended to expedite 
cooperation between the two sides, he said. Mr Wen arrived in Phnom Penh for talks 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-11-17/india/35171493_1_asean-countries-bilateral-trade-new-delhi
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with ASEAN leaders ahead of the broader East Asia summit that includes the United 
States and Japan, as well as other Asian nations. 

Diplomats said the Philippines had also invited fellow Southeast Asian claimant 
states Vietnam, Brunei, and Malaysia to separate talks in Manila while will be held 
later this year or early next year. "We are trying to make that happen, hopefully in 
Manila," Philippines foreign secretary Albert Del Rosario said. One Philippine 
diplomat said the meeting was aimed at resolving issues among the claimant states, 
such as overlapping economic zones. 

Source: Bangkok Post, 19 November 

INS Viraat, Indian Navy's Lone Aircraft Carrier Suffers Collisions 

A Kerala state owned boat ferrying 
about 100 passengers rammed into 
aircraft carrier INS Viraat. However, no 
one was injured and there was no 
damage to Viraat, which is here as part 
of its periodic and scheduled 
maintenance, the sources said. The 
incident occurred as German cruise 
liner 'Celebrity Solistice', which had 
arrived Kochi with about 2800 tourists 
and 1250 crew, was about to embark 
on its journey for Port Klang, Malaysia. 

The boat driver said he was unaware of the presence of the cruise liner, which also 
allegedly failed to sound a siren before starting its journey, Kerala State Water 
Transport Department sources said. It is suspected the boat got caught in waves 
generated by propellers of the liner and rammed into the naval vessel. The boat was 
on its way to Ernakulam jetty from Fort Kochi. The KSWTD has ordered an enquiry. 
INS Viraat will be in Kochi for a few months. 

Source: The Financial Express, 19 November 

ICJ Rules Disputed Islands in Western Caribbean Belong To Colombia 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled that a group of tiny islands in the 
western Caribbean belongs to Colombia, but also granted Nicaragua control of a 
large swath of the surrounding sea and seabed that could hold oil reserves. Based 
on evidence presented to the judges by lawyers for both nations, “Colombia and not 
Nicaragua has sovereignty over the islands,” the court’s President Peter Tomka told 
delegations from both sides. 

Despite having its sovereignty claim over the islands rejected, Nicaragua hailed the 
ruling as a victory. “Colombia was acting like it was the owner of these islands and 
like it was owner of all the maritime territory, and the court told them no, that’s not 
how it is,” Nicaragua’s representative at the court , Carlos Arguello, told the country’s 
national television channel from The Hague. “We’ve been given very important 
maritime territory.” The ruling gave Nicaragua “incredible potential wealth and future 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/321915/asean-demands-maritime-talks
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/ins-viraat-indian-navys-lone-aircraft-carrier-suffers-collision-off-kerala-coast/1033076
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exploitation of fisheries and other resources, such as minerals,” he said. “That’s what 
we were seeking and that’s what resulted.” 

Colombian representative Julio Londono Paredes said he was satisfied with the 
court’s decision to grant his nation sovereignty over the islands and added he would 
study the rest of the ruling. Undersea oil exploration concessions for the waters 
surrounding the islands were approved in 2010 by the Colombian government of 
then-President Alvaro Uribe. His successor, Juan Manuel Santos, introduced 
legislation to begin the exploration but, after complaints from environmentalists and 
local politicians, reversed himself and said he would not allow the exploratory drilling. 

The archipelago is home to one of the largest barrier reefs in the Americas, the 100-
square-mile (255-square-kilometer) old Providence reef. The rich marine habitat was 
declared a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in 2000. Nicaragua first went to the world 
court, the United Nations’ highest judicial organ, in 2001 arguing that Colombia had 
no legal claim to the islands. The two countries’ dispute over the region began in the 
late 1960s when Nicaragua granted oil exploration concessions for part of the 
seabed, but so far no drilling has started. The court partially rejected that argument 
in 2007, saying a 1928 treaty between the two countries established that Colombia 
owned the English-speaking islands of San Andres, Providencia and Santa Catalina. 

Those volcanic islands, 720 kilometres (450 miles) from Colombia’s coast and 110 
kilometres (70 miles) from Nicaragua’s mainland, are popular among tourists for their 
pristine white beaches and coral reefs. In ruling, the court’s 15 judges said that 
several other smaller islands and cays in the region also belong to Colombia and set 
the maritime borders based on Colombia’s ownership of the islands. The new 
borders give Colombia control of the waters and seabed immediately surrounding its 
islands and cays but also give Nicaragua a large horseshoe-shaped area of the sea 
and seabed stretching from its mainland coast around the Colombian islands. 

The provincial governor of San Andres, Auri Guerrero, told that she was 
disappointed with the ruling, which is final and legally binding. She said it was 
important that the court ruled that the waters immediately surrounding two outlying 
keys, Quitasueno and Serrana, are Colombian territory as they are extremely 
important for many of the 1,200 small fishermen who live in the archipelago. But “a 
boundary has been set where we end up losing territorial water in San Andres 
province. In the end, we can’t be happy or satisfied with the ruling.” 

There are also two commercial fishing companies in the islands, which have 72,000 
inhabitants, said Guerrero. The islands were first settled by Puritans in the early 17th 
century, and later used as an outpost by pirates. Many inhabitants today are 
descendants of slaves who speak English as their first language. Nicaragua had 
argued that when it ceded the archipelago to Colombia in a 1928 treaty, it did so 
under duress because Nicaragua was then occupied by US Marines who were 
battling a leftist insurrection. The territorial dispute prompted the Colombian military 
to step up its presence near the archipelago. Nicaragua’s government accused 
Colombia’s navy of intercepting and capturing Nicaraguan fishing boats off the 
Nicaraguan coast. 

Source: The Washington Post, 19 November 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/world-court-ruling-on-nicaragua-colombia-dispute-over-caribbean-islands-maritime-border/2012/11/19/da91ce32-3231-11e2-92f0-496af208bf23_story.html
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UN Security Council Debates Piracy for First Time 

Centuries after piracy was recognized as the first international crime against 
humanity, the UN Security Council held its first debate on piracy’s rise as a threat to 
world peace and security. It’s a big business, with pirates raking in an average of $5 
million in ransom for each seized ship, costing the maritime industry at least $6.6 
billion a year in extra security costs. In the past, the council has focused on regional 
piracy outbreaks such as those off the coast of Somalia, in the Gulf of Guinea off 
West Africa and in Southeast Asia. The debate was called by Indian Ambassador 
Hardeep Singh Puri, who holds the council presidency this month. 7% of all maritime 
workers are Indian nationals, and many have been taken hostage. Puri said 43 
Indian citizens are being held hostage by pirates. 

Piracy is ebbing off Somalia this year, according to a report to the council by 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, which attributed the Somali success to ‘‘actions by 
naval forces both at sea and ashore to disrupt pirate operations," and, ‘‘better 
application of self-protection measures and situational awareness by merchant 
ships,’’ among other things. UN Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson said 
countries fighting piracy need better coordination and information-sharing, and he 
called for stronger prosecution of apprehended pirates. He also called for an 
international agreement on rules for posting private armed security guards on 
merchant ships. US Ambassador Susan Rice told the council that no ship carrying 
armed guards has been successfully attacked by pirates. But posting armed guards 
on ships is controversial. Russian and Italian military crews assigned to merchant 
ships have fired on and killed fishermen off Somalia, mistaking them for pirates 
approaching to board. 

French Ambassador Gerard Araud stressed that private guards do not have the 
deterrent effect that government-posted marine and sailors and naval patrols have in 
warding off attacks. Araud also said that 80% of captured pirates are released 
without prosecution, so a more robust system of trial and justice is required. Ban’s 
report said the campaign against Somali piracy has had ‘‘initial success, with the 
latest reports from the International Maritime Organization showing a sharp decline 
in pirate attacks and hijackings in 2012 compared with 2011.’’ 

In the first nine months of 2012, it tallied 99 attacks on ships in waters off Somalia, 
resulting in the hijacking of 13 ships. This compares with 269 reported attacks and 
30 ships hijacked during the same period in 2011, the report said. ‘‘However, piracy 
continues to pose a serious threat, since 224 seafarers and 17 vessels (including 
three fishing vessels and eight dhows) were held hostage as at late September 2012. 
This compares with 339 people and 16 vessels (including four fishing vessels and 
two dhows) held in September 2011,’’ Ban’s report said. 

More than 20 countries’ navies have captured hundreds of pirates off Somalia, 
leading to problems over what to do with the prisoners. Some have been freed on 
the Somali coast. The Netherlands proposed the creation of a regional UN piracy 
tribunal several years ago to take the burden until Somalia’s government is 
functional enough to take over. But the idea has been dormant due to lack of 
Security Council interest. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime said that 
Somali pirates reportedly received about $170 million in ransom in 2011 for hijacked 
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vessels and crews, up from $110 million in 2010. The average payment made to 
pirates in 2011 was about $5 million, although as much as $10 million was paid for 
the release of a tanker. 

Ban’s report quoted a study by the think tank One Earth Future Foundation as 
putting the economic cost of Somali piracy in 2011 as between $6.6 and $6.9 billion 
for increased insurance premiums, ships cruising at faster speeds over longer routes 
to avoid pirates, hiring of privately contracted armed security personnel and 
equipment, ransom payments and higher labour charges. Shipping companies 
absorb 80% of the excess costs, and governments 20%. 

Source: BOSTON, 19 November 

Chinese and Indian Sailors Vie in Non-Stop Solo Circumnavigations 

Is it competition or coincidence? At the beginning of November, Abhilash Tomy set 
off sailing an Indian-built boat aiming to be the first Indian sailor to sail solo non-stop 
around the world. Now Chinese sailing star Guo Chuan has set off from Qingdao in 
China's northeast, attempting to be, yes, you guessed it, the first Chinese sailor to 
sail solo non-stop around the world. The two men could hardly be more different, and 
it is the same with their boats.  

Guo Chuan is a 47-year-old former scientist 
who has already sailed for 12 years, becoming 
the first Chinese sailor to take part in the 
Clipper Round the World Race. He has already 
sailed the Atlantic Ocean in a 6.5m yacht, and 
earlier was the first person to cross the English 
Channel solo. 

 

On the other hand, Abhilash Tomy is a 
serving Naval Officer in the Indian Navy. 
Talking of his training, he says, 'To 
prepare for the mission, I have been 
training under famed commander Dilip 
Donde. If I need any advice during the 
journey, I will contact him via the internet,' 
Donde circumnavigated in the same boat 
in 2009 on the same yacht, INSV Mhadei, 
but it was not non-stop. His solo attempt 
has been long in the making. A retiring 
commander-in-chief had proposed a solo 
circumnavigation of the globe by boat. 
The navy had accepted the proposal and 
the defence ministry had granted 
permission in 2006.  

http://www.boston.com/news/world/united-nations/2012/11/19/security-council-debates-piracy-for-first-time/4ar0eC2URZbqDMGfvU497N/story.html
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Guo Chuan's boat is a comparatively light 
Akalaria Class 40 performance racing/cruising 
boat with a 62ft mast. She is lauded as a fast, 
easy-to-sail boat with a full cruising interior. She 
has a fixed keel, twin rudders, water ballast, 
open cockpit, carbon rig and retractable carbon 
pole for asymmetrical kites. However, INSV 
Mhadei is a 56–foot long, 23 ton Van de Stadt 
traditional cruising yacht with 69-foot high mast, 

custom-manufactured for round-world sailing, in Goa in India.  

Guo was confident as he set off. 'No skipper can 100 
percent ensure success before he starts the journey, but I 
feel I have prepared well,' he said before he set sail. 'I 
have been extremely busy in recent months because I 
have had much work to do, such as testing the equipment 
on board,' he added. He is aiming to complete the 21,600 
nautical miles in about 130 days, four to five months, and 
travelling eastwards via the great southern capes. 
Lieutenant commander Abhilash Tomy, already on his 
way, has just passed the equator heading south towards 
the south-west tip of Australia towards the Southern 
Ocean, where both sailors will spend much of their time in 
order to complete a non-stop circumnavigation. Tomy hopes to complete the voyage 
in five to six months, a longer estimate, as his boat, while sturdy, do not have the 
speed of the Chinese boat. The Indian Navy organized the circumnavigation as a 
way of making sea sailing more visible to the public. “I hope more youngsters would 
be inspired to be sailors after this,” Tomy had said during a recent interview. Both 
sailors will want to traverse the Southern Ocean when the weather is at its most 
benign, in the summer and late summer months. 

Source: Sail-World, 20 November 

Navy Plugs Porous Odisha Coastline 

As most of the country's missile tests are conducted off Odisha coast, security has 
been strengthened along the coastline from defence point of view, said Commander 
Rahul Gokhale of the Navy. He was talking to the media aboard INS Khukri. ''The 
Indian Navy is determined to prevent piracy in Gulf of Eden by Somalia pirates. We 
have already proved our mettle by foiling a hijack bid on a Greek cargo vessel by 
Somali pirates last year in Gulf of Aden. INS Sukanya of Eastern Naval fleet has 
been deployed in the Gulf of Aden to prevent hijack of ships. We are also preventing 
entry of Bangladeshis through Odisha coast," said Gokhale who is commanding INS 
Khukri. Talking about INS Khukri, Gokhale said, "The first INS Khukri was a British-
type (Blackwood-class) frigate. It sunk off coast of Diu, Gujarat, after an attack by 
Pakistan Navy during India-Pakistan war of 1971. The Indian Navy in 1989 
commissioned another ship named Khukri to recall the sacrifice of Navy men of the 
first Khukri." 

Source: The Times of India, 22 November 

http://www.sail-world.com/Australia/Chinese-and-Indian-sailors-vie-in-non-stop-solo-circumnavigations/103925
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-11-22/bhubaneswar/35302170_1_ins-khukri-pakistan-navy-indian-navy
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Philippines, Vietnam Protest Map in China Passport 

A map that China has incorporated into its passports has drawn diplomatic fury 
because it appears to claim the entire South China Sea, ignoring competing claims 
from the Philippines, Vietnam and other countries. Philippine Foreign Secretary 
Albert del Rosario told reporters in Manila that he sent a note to the Chinese 
Embassy that his country "strongly protests" Beijing's inclusion of an image showing 
China's claimed maritime borders in its new passport. Del Rosario says China's 
claims include an area that is "clearly part of the Philippines' territory and maritime 
domain." 

The Vietnamese government said it had also sent a diplomatic note to the Chinese 
embassy in Hanoi, demanding that Beijing remove the "erroneous content" printed in 
the passport. In Beijing, the Foreign Ministry said the new passport was issued 
based on international standards. "The outline map of China on the passport is not 
directed against any particular country," Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying said. China maintains it has ancient claims to all of the South China Sea, 
despite much of it being within the exclusive economic zones of Southeast Asian 
neighbours. The potentially oil- and gas-rich South China Sea islands and waters 
also are claimed by the Philippines, Vietnam, Taiwan, Brunei and Malaysia. 

There are concerns that the disputes could escalate into violence. China and the 
Philippines had a tense maritime standoff at a shoal west of the main Philippine 
island of Luzon early this year. The United States, which has said it takes no sides in 
the territorial spats but that it considers ensuring safe maritime traffic in the waters to 
be in its national interest, has backed a call for a "code of conduct" to prevent 
clashes in the disputed territories. But it remains unclear if and when China will sit 
down with rival claimants to draft such a legally binding nonaggression pact. The 
Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia and Vietnam are scheduled to meet Dec. 12 to discuss 
claims in the South China Sea and the role of China. 

Source: Chron, 22 November 

Chinese Naval Jet Performs First Deck Landing 

A Chinese Shenyang J-15 fighter jet has successfully carried out the first arrested 
deck landing on the country’s only aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, Xinhua reported.  

This achievement marks a crucial step in the development of China’s ambitious 
aircraft carrier program as landing tests of carrier-based aircraft are the most 
challenging to perform. “Capabilities of the carrier platform and the J-15 have been 
tested, meeting all requirements and achieving good compatibility,” the Chinese 
Navy said. 

The J-15s had made many landings on land-based mock-ups of Liaoning’s deck and 
performed a number of touch-and-go take-offs and landings during sea trials last 
month before attempting an arrested landing on the deck of the aircraft carrier, 
according to Chinese naval experts. Since the Liaoning entered service in 
September 2012, its crew has completed more than 100 training and testing 
programs. The Admiral Kuznetsov class Varyag aircraft carrier was 70% complete 

http://www.chron.com/news/world/article/Philippines-Vietnam-protest-map-in-China-passport-4060582.php
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when China bought it from Ukraine for $20 million in 1998. Before being sold, the 
ship was disarmed and its engines were removed.  

China launched a complete overhaul of the ship in 2002, also developing carrier-
based aircraft. Beijing has repeatedly insisted the carrier poses no threat to its 
neighbours and that it will primarily be used for training and research. The 1,000-ft 
vessel is designed to carry 26 aircraft and 24 helicopters. 

Source: RIA NOVOSTI, 25 November 

China Boasts of Home-Grown Arresting Gear for Aircraft Carrier 

China emphasized that the arresting gear used to conduct China's first landing of a 
fighter jet on the aircraft carrier Liaoning was developed on its own.  

China's aircraft-borne J-15 fighter jet is widely believed to be a copy of the Russia-
made Su-33, but the Chinese Navy said on its website that the arresting gear was 
made by China with its own technology because Russia refused to sell it to its 
southern neighbour. The arresting gear which catches high-speed landing aircraft 
and brings them to a halt within a short distance is necessary for the safe landing of 
an aircraft on the vessel. 

All countries that own aircraft carriers keep the sophisticated technology used in their 
arresting gears a secret, and many political observers had questioned China's ability 
to develop its own system after buying the unfinished Russia aircraft Varyag and 
converting it into its first aircraft carrier.  

The Chinese Navy's website reported that a civil airplane with 200 people onboard 
needs an airstrip 1,700-meters-long to land, but on the flight deck, a fighter jet 
descending at a high speed has to be brought to a halt within 200 meters. 

That means the aircraft has to be stopped within two or three seconds after its 
tailhook engages the catching cable. The catching cable must engage the aircraft's 
tailhook but not catch its landing gear or it may cause the airplane to veer sharply, a 
requirement that takes a lot of trial and error to get right.  

"We started from scratch, dealing with problems when we came up against them, 
and eventually mastered the technology needed for conducting takeoffs and landings 
of aircraft on the warship," the website quoted Vice Admiral Zhang Yongyi, who is in 
charge of training pilots for carrier-borne aircraft, as saying. 

The TV footage of the landing of a J-15 on Liaoning made waves among Chinese 
Internet users, especially military buffs, who imitated the gesture of a crewman who 
squatted on the flight deck using his middle and index finger to clear an aircraft for 
takeoff.  

Many of them lauded the gesture, which is similar to that used by US flight deck crew, 
as a move of confidence and pride. 

Source: Global Security, 26 November 

http://en.rian.ru/military_news/20121125/177719323.html
http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/china/2012/china-121126-cna01.htm?_m=3n%2E002a%2E667%2Ebu0ao017zf%2Elue
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China Mourns Top Manager of J-15 Fighter Jet Program 

China gave high praise to the head of 
the Shenyang Aircraft Corp. (SAC), who 
died while witnessing the first 
successful deck landing of the new 
carrier-based Shenyang J-15 fighter jet, 
Xinhua reported. Luo Yuang, 51, had a 
sudden heart attack aboard China's first 
aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, around 
noon, Xinhua said citing the obituary 
issued by the SAC. China’s state-run 
CCTV television opened its noon news 
broadcast with the announcement of 
Luo’s death as a sign of high respect to 
a man who dedicated his life to the 

development of Chinese fighter jets.  

Luo’s career at the SAC spanned over 30 years. He became chairman and general 
manager of the corporation in 2007 and personally oversaw the development and 
production of the J-15, derived from Russia’s Sukhoi Su-33 carrier-based fighter. 
The successful J-15 deck landing marks a crucial step in the development of China’s 
ambitious aircraft carrier program as landing tests of carrier-based aircraft are the 
most challenging to perform. "It's like 'dancing on a knifepoint' as the aircraft have to 
land on a very limited space," Xinhua quoted Vice-Admiral Zhang Yongyi, a deputy 
commander of the Chinese Navy. 

The J-15s had made many landings on land-based mock-ups of Liaoning’s deck and 
performed a number of touch-and-go take-offs and landings during sea trials last 
month before attempting an arrested landing on the deck of the aircraft carrier, 
according to Chinese naval experts. Since the Liaoning entered service in 
September 2012, its crew has completed more than 100 training and testing 
programs. The Admiral Kuznetsov class Varyag aircraft carrier was 70% complete 
when China bought it from Ukraine for $20 million in 1998. Before being sold, the 
ship was disarmed and its engines were removed. 

China launched a complete overhaul of the ship in 2002, also developing carrier-
based aircraft. Beijing has repeatedly insisted the carrier poses no threat to its 
neighbours and that it will primarily be used for training and research.  

The 1,000-ft vessel is designed to carry 26 aircraft and 24 helicopters. China is 
reportedly building at least one domestically-designed aircraft carrier, with local 
media speculating that two hulls may currently be under construction. The United 
States and its traditional allies in the Pacific – Japan, South Korea and Taiwan – 
have already expressed concern over the recent successes in the development of 
China’s ambitious aircraft carrier program as Beijing’s growing naval power may 
weaken their influence in the region. 

Source: RIA NOVOSTI, 26 November 

http://en.rian.ru/military_news/20121126/177748951.html
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India to Hold Naval Exercise with Russia 

Three Russian warships will 
enter Mumbai to hold joint 
naval exercises, code-named 
“Indra”, with Indian Navy from 
2 December. The two-day 
naval exercises will be held off 
the coast of Mumbai where 
the Indian side would be 
represented by the Delhi class 
destroyer INS Mysore and 
Tabar class guided missile 
frigate along with different 

types of aircraft in the force, Navy officials said. The Russian side has come with 
destroyer Marshal Shaponishkov, fleet tug ship Alatau and fleet tanker Irkut for the 
exercises, they said. Navies of India and Russia have been engaging each other in 
joint drills for the last few years. The Armies of the two sides also hold their drills 
under the same codename “Indra”. Recently, the Indian Army had sent its troops to 
Russia for the army-to-army exercises in a province close to the China-Mongolia 
border. Since 2003, India and Russia have conducted five of the Indra-series joint 
ground and naval exercises. The last such exercise was held between the two 
countries’ army units in India in October 2010. 

Source: Live Mint, 28 November 

Africa: Maritime Sector Needs Female Touch 

Women who are professionals in the maritime sector met in Walvis Bay for the fifth 
annual general conference of the Women in the Maritime Sector East and Southern 
Africa Association (WOMESA). About 45 women from 24 countries participated in 
the event. Their professions are in the maritime training sector, fisheries, 
administration and law, shipping, marine engineering, transport and freight services. 
WOMESA was formed in 2007 under the auspices of the International Maritime 
Organisation’s (IMO) Integration of Women in the Maritime Section programme that 
seeks to empower women in this sector. 

Its mission is to advocate gender equity, improve women’s access to maritime 
training and technology and promote their advancement to key decision-making 
levels in the maritime sector in East and Southern Africa. According to WOMESA 
Chairperson Nancy Karigithu, there is already an increased participation of women in 
the sector. She said that to stimulate this growth, the perception of the sector being 
only suitable for men has to change. “This is one of the biggest challenges we face. 
It’s a traditional mindset that has to be changed. Leadership positions are not gender 
based. It can go to anyone, man or woman, who has what it takes to fill the role,” she 
said. 

IMO’s technical director, Pamela Tarnsey, said: “We are not here for women; we are 
here for the sector; its safety and its people.” The Chairperson of the Namibian 
Chapter of WOMESA, who is the executive Human Resources officer at Namport, 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/3eAVCdNV3s6uZSAUVrtFTO/India-to-hold-naval-exercise-with-Russia.html
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Haritha Muyoba, said the Namibian government has measures in place to increase 
the presence of women in all spheres of economic development. “The maritime 
sector seems to be a males-only job, but women in Africa are making headway, and 
we in Namibia are proud of the support we get from our government,” she said. 

Source: All Africa, 29 November 

‘China Seeks Maritime Power, Not Hegemony’ 

China said their plan to build the country into a maritime power has nothing to do 
with seeking hegemony. China wants to become a maritime power in order to 
enhance its capacity to exploit marine resources, develop the marine economy, 
safeguard the country's maritime rights and interests, and ensure a sustainable 
economic and social development, Defence Ministry spokesman Geng Yansheng 
said. "That does not mean that China is aiming at expanding its presence at sea, nor 
at marine hegemony," Geng was quoted as saying by the state-run Xinhua news 
agency. Chinese leader Hu Jintao's report to the 18th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China earlier this month spelt out future efforts to build China 
into a maritime power. Geng denied interpretations that this position indicates a more 
hard-line approach by China in its marine sovereignty claims, such as over the 
disputed islands with Japan. "China's stance of safeguarding the country's legitimate 
sovereign rights and interests should not be regarded as a hard-line approach," he 
said.  

According to Geng, China will resolutely protect its sovereignty, security and 
development interests and will never yield to any outside pressure. Safeguarding the 
country's marine rights and interests is one of the military's important duties and the 
army will well perform its duties under the country's deployment, Geng said. 
Meanwhile, the spokesman noted that China is always committed to peaceful 
settlement of international disputes and opposes the wanton use of force or threat to 
use it. China's armed forces advocate and follow the concept of a "harmonious 
ocean and comply with the UN Charter as well as other international laws and rules,” 
Geng said, adding that the Chinese military is active in taking part in international 
dialogue and cooperation in marine security and is willing to join other countries in 
maintaining security at sea. Moreover, in response to media reports on naval training 
of the East China Sea Fleet in the West Pacific Ocean, the spokesman said that it 
was a scheduled and routine session was conducted in line with international rules. 

Source: Zee News, 29 November 

 

Philippines as Ship Repair Hub 

The Philippines is positioning to become the ship repair hub in the Asia-Pacific 
region for oceangoing merchant and fishing vessels taking advantage of its strategic 
location to the region’s shipping routes, but would require foreign direct investments 
to pursue this development. This was contained in a study on the ship building and 
ship repair industry of the Philippines conducted by the Japan International 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201211291062.html
http://zeenews.india.com/news/world/china-seeks-maritime-power-not-hegemony_813691.html
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Cooperation Agency and the Nomura Research Institute as part of the ongoing 
formulation of industry roadmaps by the Department of Trade and Industry.  

Based on the study, the Philippines have the right ingredients to become ship repair 
hub. Its strengths include an inland sea, bay and deep seashore, abundant labour 
and legalized fiscal incentives. The study has also identified FDIs from Japan and 
Korea as most promising because shipbuilders from these countries are finally 
looking outward for expansion opportunities. The shipbuilding industries in China, 
Japan and Korea are also reaching their maturity levels thus the need to develop 
new hubs outside of these countries. 

The study has urged that the Philippine Investment Promotions Plan and MARINA to 
sell the Philippine strengths provide possible locations with maritime data, and 
present opportunities to shipbuilders in China, Japan and Korea.  

Based on its charter, MARINA has been tasked to adopt and implement a 
practicable and coordinated maritime development program, which shall include 
among others, the enhancement of domestic capability for shipbuilding and ship 
repair.  

Conducting business matching between Philippine developers, shipbuilders and 
suppliers and shipbuilders was also urged for Japan, followed by Korea and China. 
The domestic shipbuilding industry, however, faces some weaknesses including 
small and outdated local shipyards, little domestic demand and little support 
industries, the Nomura study said.  

It is also facing global threats like the global shipbuilding recession and emerging 
maritime structure demands in other countries. Based on the Nomura study, Chinese 
and Korean shipbuilders have increased completion of ships being built with China 
having the biggest share of 40% of total number of completed vessels while Korea is 
second with 34.6% share and Japan 18.1%. Together, these countries account for 
99% of total global market. 

The study further said that new orders for ships globally are in a downward trend 
after the shipbuilding bubble in 2007. The scenario points to global shipbuilding 
“recession” in the coming years.  

To this date, there are 121 registered shipbuilding and repair facilities in the country. 
Of these facilities, 99 are classified as small, 14 are medium and 8 as small. The 
industry also employs 8,047 workers.  

In the past, the output of shipbuilding industry was limited only to small ships, 
tankers, barges, fishing vessels but with the entry of new players like Tsuneishi 
Heavy Industries of Japan and Hanjin Shipyard of Korea, the Philippines is now 
ranked overall as the world’s fourth largest player in shipbuilding.  

As of the first half of 2012, the Philippines ranked world’s fourth highest in terms of 
booked orders with China, Japan, Korea and Brazil in the top four. 

Source: Manila Bulletin, 25 November 

http://www.mb.com.ph/articles/383020/philippines-as-ship-repair-hub#.ULZttaydf8I
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Shipping Interests Seek Obama's Help 

Shipping and commodity interests are stepping up efforts to avert what they say 
would be an economic catastrophe in the Midwest from reducing Missouri River 
flows into the Mississippi River.  

Eighteen groups are asking President Barack Obama to declare an emergency to 
remove obstructions in the river south of St. Louis and continue enough Missouri 
River water flow so as to maintain a nine-foot navigation channel on the Mississippi. 
The groups say the combination of the impediments and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers' plan to restrict flow of the Missouri threatens to severely delay the 
shipment of $7 billion in products in the months of December and January alone. 

If nothing is done, levels will dip enough so that the nine-foot channel won't be able 
to be maintained after about Dec. 10, according to the Waterways Council Inc., one 
of the leaders in the effort to make changes.  

"Substantial curtailment of navigation will effectively sever the country's inland 
waterway superhighway, imperil the shipment of critical cargo for domestic 
consumption and for export, threaten manufacturing industries and power generation 
and risk thousands of related jobs in the Midwest," said the letter, which was sent by 
several agriculture groups as well as organizations representing the shipping 
industry.  

The US Army Corps of Engineers has begun restricting flow from the Missouri River 
at the Gavins Point Dam near Yankton, S.D. Record-setting drought conditions are 
necessitating the reduced flow, and the Corps has said the law gives it no choice in 
the matter. 

The flow of water is being cut to 12,000 cubic feet per second, down from what 
usually is about 17,000 cubic feet per second at this time of year. Drought already 
has lowered river levels on the Mississippi, particularly between St. Louis and Cairo, 
Ill., a problem exacerbated by rock pinnacles near Grand Tower and Thebes, Ill. The 
governors of Iowa, Illinois and Missouri have asked the federal government to take 
action and so have lawmakers from states bordering the Mississippi. 

Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad early last week wrote that the Corps should expedite 
clearing the pinnacles, and if expedited dredging and clearing didn't take place, the 
Army should pursue a middle ground between the "current flow rates and the 
planned flow rates."  

Dave Miller, research director for the Iowa Farm Bureau, said that curtailment of 
shipping on the Mississippi River could have a "very significant" impact on fertilizer 
shipments up river. 

Farmers in western Illinois and eastern Iowa would be affected more than people in 
the western part of Iowa. "It's like a storm cloud looming on the horizon," he said. 
"You see it coming but you don't know whether there's a tornado in it or not." 

Source: WCF Courier, 28 November 

http://wcfcourier.com/news/local/shipping-interests-seek-obama-s-help/article_b6f05b30-f26c-57e2-a007-d7d18e9d2569.html
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Karnataka HC Restrains Navy from Using Netrani Island 

In a significant boost to the efforts 
of environmentalists, the 
Karnataka High Court has 
restrained Indian Navy from using 
biodiversity hotspot Netrani Island 
(Pigeon Island) for target practice. 
The Netrani Island on the western 
coast in Uttara Kannada district, 
near Bhatkal has been used by the 
Navy as its base, Project Seabird 
in Karwar, for its target practice. 

Based on a petition by AN 
Karthik and P Manjunath, a 
division bench of Chief 
Justice Vikramajit Sen and 
Justice BV Nagarathna, 
restrained the Navy from 
using the island as a target 
practice area, until the 
disposal of the petition. The 
petitioners had sought 
directions from the court to 
prevent Navy from using the 
pristine island which is a 
biodiversity hotspot.  

The counsel for the Navy sought an adjournment of the matter stating that they need 
directions from higher authorities to act. However, the bench refused to accept the 
argument and sought an undertaking that the Navy will not use the island. But, the 
counsel said that such a submission or undertaking cannot be made as it requires 
clearance from higher authorities. 

"Till further directions, the respondents (Navy) are directed not to use Nethrani Island 
for target practice," a division bench headed by Chief Justice Vikramajit Sen said in 
its brief order. The bench then adjourned hearing of the PIL filed by AN Karthik and 
others to January 29, 2013. "Nethrani Island is situated approximately nine nautical 
miles from Bhatkal. The island is being bombarded by the naval authorities as part of 
their target practice. Who gave them permission is unknown. The island is a 
proposed national biodiversity site to protect the rich coral reefs and islets in the 
waters. Apart from its coral eco-system, the island is also home to two species of fish 
- Cheilinus Undulatus (endangered) and Rhincodon Typus (vulnerable), Blue Whales, 
Sperm Whales, and Long Nose Sharks are also found here," the petitioners said. 
Navy had defended the exercise, claiming it was being undertaken once every 
month for a few hours to keep its forces battle-ready, and was purely in national 
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interest. Nethrani Island is situated nine nautical miles from Bhatkal and 19 km from 
Murudeshwar. The island is also a home to rare birds such as White-bellied Sea 
Eagle and Edible nest Swiftlets. Several species found here are protected under 
schedule one of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. The four square kms spread, 
heart-shaped island, according to a survey conducted by the Karnataka Biodiversity 
Board in 2000, is covered with hard coral, sponges, algae, boring polychaetes , and 
mussel. 

Source: SahilOnline, 28 November 

Russia Hopes Climate Change Maximizes Arctic Shipping 

Americans may have seen the downside of climate change when Hurricane Sandy 
bashed into New Jersey and New York City in October. Some scientists say melting 
Arctic ice helped to create the largest Atlantic hurricane on record. Russians and 
Chinese, however, see an upside to ice melting in the Arctic. Russia’s arctic summer 
shipping season closed, noting record ship transits and record cargo volumes. There 
were 47 crossings by ships between Asia and Europe - almost 12 times the four 
recorded in 2010. 

Arctic ice recedes 

Melting Arctic ice - and changing attitudes - made the difference. In September, 
American satellites recorded the greatest shrinkage of Arctic ice since monitoring 
started 33 years ago. This summer, ice retreated to 3.4 million square kilometres - 
about half the average levels recorded in the 1980s and 1990s. The surveys are 
made by the National Snow and Ice Data Centre at University of Colorado Boulder. 
With more open water, US experts predict that cargo volumes will increase this 
decade by more than 50 times from this year’s level. For northern Europe, the 
Russian Arctic route can cut 7,000 kilometres off the standard trip to Asia through 
Egypt’s Suez Canal. Russian pride in the Arctic is so high that there is a movement 
afoot in Moscow to rename the waters off Russia’s 7,000 kilometre shoreline: the 
Sea of Russia. 

Shipping gains 

China is taking notice, sending its first ship 
ever through Russia’s Arctic passage. The 
icebreaker Snow Dragon sailed from China 
to Iceland and back, docking in Shanghai in 
September. Sergey Balmasov, a Russian 
who runs the Arctic Logistics Information 
Office in Kirkenes, northern Norway, said 
open water and a five-month season allowed 
several cargo ships to make round trip runs 

across the top of Russia this summer. Two ships found cargo for a return trip, taking 
jet fuel from Helsinki to Finland. “The biggest obstacle is the lack of the ships, and 
also the lack of the cargoes available to be transported,” Balmasov said. About half 
of the cargoes were petroleum products, including the first passage of liquefied 

http://www.sahilonline.org/english/newsDetails.php?cid=1&nid=15909


Page 30 of 31 

natural gas, on a voyage from Norway to Japan. The rest was largely coal and iron 
ore for the factories of Asia. 

Environmental concerns 

Ivan Blokov, a campaign director for Greenpeace Russia, warned that oil tankers 
threaten the fragile ecology of the Arctic. “Transporting oil or any other dangerous 
substance through the Northern Route should be excluded with 100 percent 
guarantee,” he said in Moscow. “Because you can never be sure there will be no 
accident.” Blokov recently visited the harbour in Alaska where the Exxon Valdez 
tanker spilled an estimated half-a-million barrels of oil in 1989. He said it took 15 
years and billions of dollars to clean it up. Greenpeace commissioned a study of 
what would happen if there is a similar spill in Russia’s Arctic. “The conclusion of the 
scientists is that maximum 10 percent of the spilled oil can be collected, and that a 
few thousands of kilometres of Arctic shore can be polluted,” said Bokov. Balmasov, 
the advocate of Russia’s Northern Sea Route, said world shipping rules have 
improved dramatically in the nearly quarter century since oil gushed from the Valdez, 
a single-hulled tanker. ‘The general approach is not to have any accidents at all,” he 
said. “Russia now has very strict regulations in terms of environment. All ships must 
be double bottom.” 

Being ready 

He added that international insurance companies charge about the same amount for 
a large ice-class vessel to make a summer passage through Russia’s Arctic as they 
do for vessels going through the Suez Canal and into the pirate-infested waters off 
East Africa. Everyone agrees that captains venturing into Arctic waters should be 
prepared for anything.  

Last August, American author Hampton Sides travelled on a tour boat through the 
Bering Strait and north into what should have been the open waters of the Russian 
Arctic. “We were smashing through ice fields,” Sides recounted from his home in the 
American state of New Mexico. “The ship was shuddering and ground to a halt 
several times. We had picked our way through other leads in the ice to get where we 
were going.” 

Unexpected, high winds had pushed ice to an area where it was not supposed to be. 
Sides said the Russian ship captain had many years of experience in the high north. 
“He had been in the Arctic many times,” said Sides. “He was surprised, and quite 
worried. You could see the worry on his face. This was unexpected.”  

Tourists were disappointed. They had spent thousands of dollars to see polar bears 
on Russia’s Wrangel Island. “For many years, because there has been no ice, the 
polar bears have been going there in large, large numbers,” said Sides. “And this 
particular summer we couldn’t find any polar bears on the island, because they were 
out on the ice, where they really want to be.” A lesson of climate change in Russia’s 
Arctic may be: expect the unexpected. 

Source: Voice of America, 28 November 

http://www.voanews.com/content/russia_hopes_climate_change_maximizes_arctic_shipping/1554675.html
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Arctic Sea Ice Bigger Than US Melts 

An area of Arctic sea ice bigger than 
the United States melted this year, 
according the UN weather agency, 
which said the dramatic decline 
illustrates that climate change is 
happening "before our eyes". In a 
report released at UN climate talks in 
the Qatari capital of Doha, the World 
Meteorological Organization said the 
Arctic ice melt was one of a myriad of 
extreme and record-breaking weather 
events to hit the planet in 2012. 

Droughts devastated nearly two-thirds of the US as well western Russia and 
southern Europe. Floods swamped West Africa and heat waves left much of the 
Northern Hemisphere sweltering. But it was the ice melt that seemed to dominate the 
annual climate report, with the UN concluding ice cover had reached "a new record 
low" in the area around the North Pole and that the loss from March to September 
was a staggering 11.83 million square kilometres, an area bigger than the United 
States.  

"The alarming rate of its melt this year highlighted the far-reaching changes taking 
place on Earth's oceans and biosphere," WMO Secretary General Michel Jarraud 
said. "Climate change is taking place before our eyes and will continue to do so as a 
result of the concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, which have 
risen constantly and again reached new records." The dire climate news comes as 
delegates from nearly 200 countries struggled for a third day to lay the groundwork 
for a deal that would cut emissions in an attempt to ensure that temperatures don't 
rise more than 2°C over what they were in preindustrial times. Temperatures have 
already risen about 0.8°C, according to an IPCC report. 

Source: The Times of India, 30 November 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/global-warming/Arctic-sea-ice-bigger-than-US-melts/articleshow/17422941.cms

